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"At Girl Scouts, we create leaders."
~ Anna Maria Chavez

Singing Our Way
Through Summer!
Ready to sing? My message in this edition of S'more News can be
sung to the tune of "Raindrops on Roses" from the Sound of Music!
Just as Maria felt alive in the mountains in Austria, so do those of
us who have experienced Day or Resident Camp.
Whether those of you reading this have personally experienced
the magic of camp, are sending a girl to camp, or providing a
campership to a girl who could not otherwise attend, this song is
for you!
S'mores around campfires and free swim and boating;
Tent mates who be-come best friend-ends forever;
Trying new thing-ings like archery and the climbing wall;
Makes me feel I can do anything at all!
Waking up my buddy in the middle of the night;
Early morning polar bear swims and late night talks in bed-ed;
Wondering on day one if I’d miss too much at home;
Then not wanting to leave on my last day at camp!
When the mosquitoes bite
When thunder and lightning strikes
When I hear strange noises at night
I have such adventures with counselors and friends, I just can
not wait...for the summer!
Have a safe and fun-filled summer,
Your CEO - Pam

The time has come to sign your Girl Scout up again for a new year
of what promises to be a season full of unmatchable adventure at a
place where girls can always come to take the lead, and not stand on
the sidelines.
Please remember that all girls and adults need to renew membership
by July 1, 2018 in order to keep their space reserved for the next
year.
Troop Leaders only have access to the VTK until July 1st unless they
renew their membership. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to
renew—the clock is ticking down on another year of Girl Scouting fun!
To renew, please go to your MYGS account here and if you need
support contact GSSNE Customer Care at customercare@gssne.org.

#girlscoutstrong

New GSSNE Staff!
Lisa Crowell, Member Services Specialist, has always had a special
place in her heart for the Girl Scout organization. She became a
Girl Scout at a very young age and continued that legacy by
registering her daughter as a Daisy. As a former Troop leader and
Service Unit team member, Lisa is excited to share her working
knowledge of Girl Scouting with the Member Services team. Lisa
says her Girl Scout path has led her to amazing people,
experiences, and self-discovery and she wants others who are
ready, to find the rewards Girl Scouts has to offer them. Whether
talking with adults about becoming volunteers, or speaking with
children about becoming Girl Scouts, Lisa says, “I love to share my
enthusiasm and passion for this special organization that has given
me so much!"
Michelle Burke, Outdoor Program Manager, joins us after working for
the last seven years with the YMCA, most recently as a Senior Program
Director. Michelle’s first overnight camp experience was as a Girl Scout
at Camp Glen Spey in NY; she credits her love of camping to her troop
leaders who would take her troop camping every chance they could
get. Michelle believes that camp teaches children skills, interests, and
ways to work through problems in a supportive environment, crediting
her ability to manage her fear of heights to the counselors at Girl Scout
camp who helped her climb and traverse the high ropes course.
Along Michelle’s outdoor journey she has spent time working in
Outdoor Education in IN, NY, and NJ, as a Day Camp Director in MA,
NY, and NJ, and as an Overnight Camp Director in NJ. Michelle brings
over 15 summers worth of camp staff experience with her to GSSNE.
Michelle has a Bachelor’s of Arts in English and a Master’s of Public
Administration in Leadership both from Centenary University in NJ.
Senior Director of Girl Experience, Jeannie Lapierre is a
Rhode Island native and educational programs manager with
over 15 years of experience in directing educational programs
and personnel management. She is looking forward to leaning
on her extensive background in launching new initiatives,
forming community partnerships, curriculum development
and leadership abilities to contribute to building girls of
courage, confidence and character. Jeannie served in the U.S.
Army for 8 years and is a Combat Veteran having served a tour
in OIF III. When she is not utilizing her problem solving skills or
streamlining professional and personal projects, Jeannie
enjoys hunting for quality vintage finds, visiting art museums
and dabbling in the performing arts. Jeannie lives in Pawtucket
with her husband, daughter, and their 2 cats.

Program Highlights
Australia/New Zealand Trip - Koalas, Kangaroos, and Kiwis, Oh My!
Check out an exciting travel opportunity for Summer 2020: Far away on the other
side of the globe, Australia and New Zealand boast exotic wildlife, beautiful nature,
and fascinating indigenous cultures. The Maori people of Rotorua are still very
active in the society—experience their traditions at a Hangi feast. In Sydney, see
kangaroos, koalas, wombats, and more at the Sydney Zoo, and in Cairns, snorkel
in the Great Barrier Reef. Click here for more info!

Marathon in a Month Recap:
Our 2nd Annual Marathon in a Month Signature Virtual Event was so much fun
with 525 participants challenging themselves to new physical activities and logging
their progress throughout the month of March! We congratulated 182 Marathon
Champions who reached 26.2 miles or more by March 31st. Marathon Champions
were celebrated with certificates, an official Facebook announcement, a cool
printable crown, and placed into a drawing for exciting fitness gear prizes.
Participants received the opportunity to attend new mini events this year such as
ZumbaTHON, Amazing Race and Let’s Glow that served over 400 Girl Scouts in
grades K-12.
We are already in the works for planning and making Marathon in a Month 2019
even bigger with crazier mini events to earn those precious miles!

Hangout with Girl Guides:
Girl Guides of Ireland excitedly joined 40 GSSNE Girl Scouts at Camp Hoffman on
March 28 for an evening gathering of activities including: SWAPS, Irish dancing,
team building games, local Irish dish sampling, S’mores by the fire along with
songs and story exchanges. Girl Guides shared their adventures while visiting
New England and it wrapped up to be a pretty magical experience!

Girl Scouts Shine Ceremony

We had such a wonderful time celebrating the achievements of this
year’s Bronze, Silver and Gold Award Girl Scouts at our annual Shine
Ceremony! This year we had 55 Bronze Award Girl Scouts, 46 Silver
Award Girl Scouts, and 14 Gold Award Girl Scouts. Highlights of the
ceremony included hearing from many of the Gold Award Girl Scouts
about the impact of their projects, as well as an inspiring keynote
speech from Dr. Joan Johnson-Freese. A special thank you to Bryant
University for hosting our ceremony, as well as Amica Insurance for
their sponsorship and support. To see additional photos from this
wonderful event check out our Facebook page here!

Meet the 2018 GSSNE
Summer Camp Directors!
The sun is shining, birds are chirping, and summer is here!
We wanted to introduce you to these camp lovers who are the
GSSNE 2018 Summer Camp Directors; read on and find out
what makes camp so special for these Girl Scouts.

Camp Cookie:
Kristin Scribner, "Scribbles"
Hi All, Scribbles here! This will be my third year as a
Camp Director for GSSNE and I cannot wait to meet
new campers and welcome back our returning ones.
For those of you who don't know, my camp name was
given to me by a former Daisy Girl Scout who thought
that was my actual name. I love being outside and
learning new things, and I particularly enjoy hiking,
skiing, and camping with both my troop and my
family. Looking forward to an awesome camp year!

Camp Hoffman:
Michelle Burke, Interim Director, "Timber"
Don't be confused, yes you already met me on page 4! I am
the new Outdoor Program Manager for GSSNE, but I will
also be working as the interim Camp Director at Hoffman
and I am so excited! I look forward to getting out from
behind my desk and out into the woods and waterfront. A
few more fun facts about me: I have a terrible sense of
direction and during a previous staff training activity I led
my partner almost 2 hours off course. It was a race and
even after that we still ended up 4th out of 10 teams. Don't
worry, I assure you I will have a compass at camp! I know
how to build a log cabin, and play the guitar. I have a rescue
dog who is a Black Mouth Cur named Bob Barker. I look
forward to meeting our Hoffman campers and learning
about what makes camp so special to YOU!

Camp Promising Acres:
Kimberly Bevilacqua, “Dragonfly”
Girl Scouts has been a part of my life for a very long time!
I've been involved in this great organization since I was a
Junior Girl Scout. I also spent a few summers at Camp
Hoffman as an overnight camper. In addition to my work at
camp, I became a trainer for the Girl Scout council and I now
teach Troop Camp Training to other Troop Leaders. I also
became a Camp Ranger at Camp Hoffman and have started
to create new programs for troops to attend. I am so thankful
for everything that Girl Scouts has given me over these many
rewarding years. I am thrilled to be Camp Director to continue
my amazing journey at camp.

Camp Rocky Farm:
Linda Hendrickson, "Jersey"
Working at Rocky Farm is my favorite thing to do! I love
our campers, and I love our staff. We hike the Cliff
Walk, make food over the fire, learn arts and crafts,
and go to Gooseberry Beach every day! We play camp
games and all of our campers, no matter how old they
are, work with each other. I love making s'mores of any
kind, but my favorite are Mexican s'mores! My camp
name is Jersey because I grew up in New Jersey where
I was a Girl Scout. I love hiking and adventure! I am a
science teacher and I also work at the Paw Sox and
Dunkin' Donuts Center! I can't wait for Camp Rocky
Farm to begin and see all of my favorite campers!

And speaking of camp, check out the photos
from our 2018 Volunteer Appreciation Celebration
at Camp Hoffman, here!

The 2018 Girl Scout Cookie Program
was a great success!
The 2018 Girl Scout Cookie Program has come to an end! This year marked
the 101st year of Girl Scouts selling cookies, and we saw many amazing
accomplishments from our girls, parents, and troop leaders. Thanks to everyone’s
hard work, we again saw an increase in overall sales, which also results in troops
and girls receiving more proceeds, recognitions, and camp credits, too!

Highlights...
Volunteer Breakfast: We launched the 2018 season with our Volunteer Breakfast
in November. Speakers included Gail Lowney Alofsin from the Newport Harbor
Corporation who served as the 2018 Honorary Cookie Chair, and Stephanie Frazier
Grimm, Founder of The Confetti Foundation, which was selected by girls, volunteers,
and staff as the 2018 Cookie Sale Community Service Project.
Cookie Rally: In January, girls, leaders, and family members participated in the
annual GSSNE Cookie Rally. Interactive activities helped the girls get ready for the
sale by focusing on the 5 essential skills that girls learn through participation: goal
setting, business ethics, money management, people skills, and decision making.
After the rally, attendees enjoyed a Providence Bruins hockey game.
Top Seller: The highest selling in the council was Mackenzie C., a Cadette from
troop 354 in Pawtucket. Mackenzie sold an amazing 2,560 packages of cookies this
season! Way to go Mackenzie!
Cookies & Cocktails: On March 8th, we hosted our second annual Cookies &
Cocktails event at the Crowne Plaza in Warwick where our guests were able to
sample delicious desserts made by some of the area’s finest restaurants using
Girl Scout Cookies.
Cookie Pro 2018: Girl Scouts of the USA launched a new contest called Cookie
Pro 2018. Girls submitted their Cookie Resume to win a chance to be featured on
the Girl Scout Cookie packages and travel to New York City for an all-expense-paid
Cookie Entrepreneur Experience! All girls who entered Cookie Pro 2018 unlocked an
awesome, limited-edition Cookie Pro 2018 Patch. To learn about the winners from
around the country, click here.
Online payments: This year we launched an epayments system for troops to
be able to submit cookie payments directly to GSSNE! The process is user friendly
and immediate. In its first year, 42 troops used the new system, and we’re
expecting to see an increase in use for 2019!

Congratulations to our 2018
Top 15 council sellers!
Girl Name

Troop Service Unit

Packages Sold

Mackenzie C.
Mary M.
Lorelai S.
Gabrielle S.
Olivia M.
Hannah O.
Stephany R.
Arianna L.
Ellie C.
Riley F.
Eleanor S.
Jillian F.
Katelyn B.
Angelina A.
Kailyn A.

354
117
14
14
178
439
528
175
476
807
178
109
1046
750
491

2560
2251
2000
2000
1790
1765
1743
1528
1513
1503
1500
1481
1392
1300
1297

Pawtucket
East Providence
West Warwick
West Warwick
Providence
West Warwick
West Warwick
Pawtucket
Bristol/Warren
Tiverton/Little Compton/Westport
Providence
North Attleboro
Fall River
Seekonk/Rehoboth
East Providence

Congratulations to every
Girl Scout who ran her own
Girl Scout Cookie business,
and thank you to every
volunteer, parent, and
customer who supported her!

2018 Facts
Over 764,000 packages of cookies were sold in 2018!
Online cookie sales increased by an astounding 700%!
More than $467,000 was earned by troops in proceeds.
Approximately 6,000 packages of cookies were donated to local
military organizations, food pantries, and other area non-profits.
We saw an increase in per girl averages to 178 packages sold per girl,
up from 160 in 2017. That’s an average of $714 of cookies per girl!
Cookie booths were held at more than 300 local businesses.
$3,190.54 was donated to The Confetti Foundation, our Cookie Sale
Community Service Project.

Cookie Sale Shout-outs!

For the first time ever, there is a Girl Scout troop at Meeting Street!
Daisy Troop 47 has nine girls participating this year. These
enthusiastic new Girl Scouts held their first cookie booth in March
with the help of some amazing volunteers! A big Girl Scout thank you
to Troop Leaders Lianne Pinheiro and Gail Macera for making this day
happen. One of the Daisy's expressed "This is the best day ever!" as a
result of this empowering experience!

Congratulations to
Troop 127 from Scituate,
our 2018 Bling Your
Booth Winners! The
S.S. Cookie was adorable,
a great example of
creativity and teamwork!

A Farewell to our Friend, Ginny

Sadly, longtime Girl Scout, Virginia Moss-Newhall, passed away in May
and we wanted to share her obituary with you. To Ginny's family and
friends, our heartfelt condolences. GSSNE greatly appreciates all she
did for Girl Scouting and her community, she will be missed.
Moss-Newhall, Virginia M. (Pruitt), 88, passed away peacefully Wednesday, May 16,
2018. As a beloved wife of Kenneth Newhall for 29 years they enjoyed the outdoors,
camping in Maine and traveling. Family meant so much to Virginia. She was a
devoted mother to Thomas Moss and wife, Donna, the late Gary Moss and wife,
Margaret, and Karen Krueger and husband Keith, grandmother to Jenn and Michelle
Moss, Julie West and Katie Krueger and great-grandmother to Eliza West. She was
the beloved sister of John Pruitt and wife Patt. Virginia was predeceased by her first
husband of 24 years, Commander Daniel Moss of the U.S. Navy. Virginia retired as
Assistant Executive Director of Girl Scouts of Rhode Island after 23 years of service.
She loved serving at her church and leading Bible Studies. Virginia will be
remembered as a woman who loved and was devoted to the Lord, her family and
friends and as one who lit up the room with her “full of life” personality and
contagious laughter.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to The Virginia Moss-Newhall Fund at
Girl Scouts of Southeastern New England, 500 Greenwich Ave, Warwick RI 02886.

Shop Corner
Have you checked out the awesome new Volunteer
Appreciation Collection? These totes, mugs and
notebooks feature the Girl Scout Promise, Girl Scout
Mission, and a quote from Juliette Gordon Low. They
make a great gift for the super volunteer in your life!
And stock up on your summer camp needs! Don’t forget,
the GS Shop offers Camp Care Packages to send to your
camper while they are enjoying fun in the summer sun!
Stop by the GSSNE Shop to see these items, and much
more! And don't forget, you can always shop online here!
SHOP SUMMER HOURS:
July & August
Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Change the Life of a Girl

Did you know it costs $543 to provide a girl
with one year of Girl Scouting?
It’s hard to place a price tag on the value of our programs and the life
changing benefits felt by our girls, but research shows that it costs $543.00
to support one girl member of courage, confidence and character for a full
year. Without the financial support of our donors, GSSNE would not be able
to have such a positive impact on generations of girls. You can help be a part
of that impact by clicking the image above and making a donation today!

Office
Please note, the GSSNE Office at 500 Greenwich Ave.,
Warwick will be closed on the follow dates. As always,
follow us on Facebook for the most up-to-date information.

July 4 - Fourth of July
August 13- Victory Day
September 3 - Labor Day
October 8 - Columbus Day
November 12 - Veterans Day Observed
November 22-23 - Thanksgiving Holiday Break

We hope you've
enjoyed the summer
edition of S'more News!

Visit gssne.org for all things GSSNE!

