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Welcome!
What an amazing year this has been and it’s not over yet!
As you know, it is all about the girls and the impact we have in their lives. I am
continually touched by the stories of our girls and there are two I want to share
with you…
Six years ago “Hannah” came to Camp Hoffman as a seven year old and
immediately fell in love! She found a second home at camp, and pleaded with her
parents to sign her up for the rest of summer. While they couldn’t afford it at the
time, they saw how much camp meant to Hannah—they saved all year to ensure
that the following summer she could attend every week of camp.
Now, fast forward those six years and Hannah decided to truly challenge herself.
Having a fear of the zip line she had refused to do it, until this camp season! She
wanted to test herself, and felt that after six years, it was her time. It took a lot of
coaching from patient counselors, but Hannah finally took on the zip line! She
shrieked with joy, and is now (im)patiently waiting for another chance to fly
through the air.
How amazing that Hannah’s first camp experience inspired her so much that
after attending for six years she is still having new experiences that foster
courage, confidence and character!
Speaking of courage, confidence, and character, Megan Scarborough is one of
the twelve GSSNE Girl Scouts who earned their Gold Award this year and is one
of three Young Women of Distinction Awardees. For her Gold Award project,
Megan wrote, illustrated and published a touching children’s book about grief
entitled, The Color Blue. Her book addresses the issue of ignoring mental health
as a society and most specifically the repercussions of this for children after
experiencing loss.
Megan’s book touched the emcee of the Girl Scouts Shine Ceremony, dedicated
volunteer and Leading Women of Distinction Awardee, Nancy Armstrong. Nancy
took it upon herself to promote Megan’s book, and as a result, hundreds of
copies have been purchased by a funeral director who wants to share it with
grieving families.
Megan utilized her Gold Award project experience to help others in true Girl
Scout fashion!
Hannah and Megan embody the vision that Juliette Gordon Low had when she
started this movement. Hannah is in an open, empowering, safe place while at
camp and Megan was inspired to use her strengths and her passions to tackle a
stigma in society that she hopes to help change.
Isn’t it humbling to be a small part of a movement that impacts girls in such deep
and meaningful ways?
Your CEO - Pam

Camp Cookie Yurt Report!
The GSSNE Property team has been hard at work this spring and summer
working on the construction of an awesome new yurt complex at Camp Cookie
in Glocester, RI!
The Camp Cookie yurts will be used by campers for fun overnight camping
experiences and will include solar power and a new outdoor fire pit! While
construction is still under way, once complete, the three new yurts will make
Camp Cookie stand out from other camps by providing a totally unique outdoor
experience for everyone in our council. We can't wait to see the finished product!
A very special thanks to The Champlin Foundation whose generous support has
made this wonderful enhancement to our camp possible!

Join us on Wednesday October 18, as we honor the
2017 Leading Women of Distinction Awardees!
Our 2017 honorees are:
Suzanne Fogarty, Head of School, Lincoln School
Joan Johnson-Freese, PhD., Professor, NSA, Naval War College
Susan Keller, Founder/CEO, Entrepreneurial Executives, LLC
Kati Machtley, Co-Founder & Director of the Women’s Summit®, Bryant University
Cheryl A. Merchant, President & CEO, Hope Global

These women are a direct reflection of what Girl Scouting stands for, they are
impressive and inspiring. We hope that all girls are able to thrive in the direction
of their ambitions and lead lives full of courage, confidence and character.
To learn more about the Leading Women of Distinction Awards
and to purchase tickets visit us at www.gssne.org.

Troop Spotlight!
Central Falls - Troop 3
In the fall of 2014, GSSNE launched the Hispanic Initiative with the goal of reaching out
to the Hispanic community to acquaint them with Girl Scout programs and recruit girls
and adults. Although there have been after school Girl Scout programs in schools in
Central Falls, it has been many years since a traditional troop has existed. In the fall of
2016, Christina Toro and Ingrid Franco committed to leading the newly formed Troop 3.
The adults and girls have avidly worked on Girl Scout badges including My Best Self,
Bugs, and The Home Scientist.
The troop’s first trip was to the Roger Williams Planetarium as they worked on their
Home Scientist Badge. Their love of adventure was then sparked and they planned their
next trip to the Providence Children’s Museum where the girls continued to learn about
the environment through exploration in the Underland.
They also love to garden so they earned a Fun Patch by planting flowers and
volunteering for the Central Falls Earth Day Clean Up. The troop year wrapped up at the
end of June, but these Go-Getters are going to visit the Mystic Aquarium and two of the
troop members had their first camp experience this summer—one of the girls has
returned home and loved camp so much that she sings camp songs all day long!

2017 Gold Awardees

The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest award in Girl Scouting—created in 1916, this
leadership award recognizes older girls who make a difference in their communities.
Historically, the Gold Award has had different names including the Golden Eagle of Merit
(1916-1918), the Golden Eaglet (1919-1938), the Curved Bar Award (1940-1963) and
the First Class Award (1938-1940 and 1963-1980). Since 1916, approximately one million Girl
Scouts have reached their Gold Award or the equivalent. Present award requirements call
for an 80 hour take action project created and completed by each girl as a means to make
a sustainable impact within their local community.
In May, GSSNE hosted the Girl Scouts Shine Ceremony where we honored twelve Gold
Awardees at Warwick Country Club—seventeen Silver Awardees and eighty-six Bronze
Awardees were honored as well! Congressman David Cicilline congratulated the awardees
along with Congressman Jim Langevin who gave a touching speech on perseverance. The
2017 Gold Awardees shared their experiences during the Gold Award process with friends
and family and graciously accepted the applause they so deserved.
The 2017 GSSNE Gold Awardees are Emily Canuel, Katrina Claflin, Victoria Elizabeth DeBlois,
Kate Elizabeth DeBoer, Allyson Desrosiers, Emily Rose Foley, Morgan Kane, Elysandra Larlham,
Samantha Murphy, Megan Scarborough, Lindsey N. Scott, and Haley Shaw.
From the group, the 2017 GSSNE Young Women of Distinction Awardees are Emily Canuel,
Music Matters; Elysandra Larlham, Met Freshman Mentoring Program; and Megan
Scarborough, The Color Blue. At a recent event, Megan spoke and stated,
“Girl Scouts raises little girls into vibrant leaders, and it teaches the value of
compassion and community, the importance of finding your passions and
using your strengths to make a difference. In the Girl Scout law we learn
from a young age about honesty, citizenship, compassion, courage, dignity,
respect, resourcefulness, and loyalty; to our sisters, our country, and our
world. We learn to love with integrity, and to act from our hearts. These
lessons stay with the girls as their minds grow into strong working muscles,
so that their beliefs and ideas develop from these core values."
Such eloquent words from a young woman, who along with her sisters in Girl Scouting, is
already making the world a better place. Congratulations to the 2017 Gold, Silver, and Bronze
Awardees—continue to shine!

The “Power of G.I.R.L.”
in Girl Scouting...
At the start of 2017, Girl Scouts of the USA launched a new branding effort and revealed
to us the power of G.I.R.L. (Go-Getter, Innovator, Risk-taker, Leader)™!
This new brand platform was built to emphasize the types of experiences girls have
through Girl Scouting. It defines leadership the Girl Scout way. G.I.R.L. is the literal
expression—the essence—of our Girl Scout attitudes, values, and history.
But what does “G.I.R.L.” truly mean aside from being catchy and colorful? Great question!
Take a look at what each letter in G.I.R.L. represents and how our Girl Scouts and
volunteers are already living these values every day:
GO-GETTER: Determined to succeed. Bold. Honest. Fair. Goal-oriented.
Can-do mentality. Ambitious. Lifelong learner.
INNOVATOR: Creative. Thinks outside the box. Always looking for a new
approach. Visionary. Uses resources wisely. Original. Do-it-yourselfer.
Experimenter.
RISK-TAKER: Not afraid to try new things. Courageous. Strong. Breaks the mold.
Steps up. Discoverer. Pioneer. Embraces the unfamiliar.
LEADER: Confident. Knows how to get the job done. Responsible. Committed to
making the world a better place. Empathetic. Advocate. Empowers others.
We as Girl Scout members know that Girl Scouts show grit like a go-getter, problem solve
like an innovator, embrace the new like a risk-taker, and display empathy like a leader.
Through this rebranding effort, GSUSA hopes to reinforce and more clearly communicate
our position as a safe, girl-focused envionment where we prepare them to practice a
lifetime of leadership through access to thousands of girl-led experiences and skillbuilding opportunities!
For more information on “The Power of G.I.R.L.” visit our Lead Like A Girl Scout!
page on the GSSNE.ORG website.

2017 Volunteer Appreciation Celebration
In thanks for all that GSSNE volunteers
do, this year's Volunteer Appreciation
Celebration for all volunteers and their
families was held at Camp Hoffman on
Saturday, June 17.
Attendees enjoyed swimming and boating,
climbing the rock wall, testing out the low
ropes, and trying our new S.T.E.A.M.
equipment! Some amazing Program
Partner Organizations joined us including,
the Providence Children’s Museum, Launch,
Snapology, URI Women’s Basketball Team
and Rock Spot.
Thank you for joining us and for all you do to
make Girl Scouting great!

NEW: Fall Product Sale!
In the GSSNE Product Sales Department, we’re hard at work
getting ready for the Fall Product Sale! Here are a few highlights
for the upcoming season:
The theme this year is...Unleash the Hero Inside: Be Fearless!
Girl Scouts are fearless when asking friends and family to place an order for
delicious candy & nuts, magazine subscriptions, and donations for the military
nut and magazine programs.
The Fall Product program is a simple, fun introduction to Girl Scout product sales
and is a great way to help with troop start-up funds. Girls have a chance to
practice the 5 Essential Skills learned in Girl Scout product programs: Goal
Setting, Decision Making, Money Management, People Skills, and Business Ethics.
The Fall Product Program ensures girls are learning to become leaders—a girl
becomes a leader by discovering, connecting, and taking action to make the
world a better place.

New Technology!
GSSNE has an app! We’re launching our new app through Team App for the Fall
Product Sale to keep you up-to-date with sale news, dates, documents, and
much more. It’s great for Troops, Service Units, and Parents/Guardians. To access
the app, you will need to download Team App onto your smart phone by visiting
www.teamapp.com/app or search for Team App in your phone’s app store.
Once downloaded, launch Team App and then:
1. Sign-up to Team App. You’ll be sent an email to confirm your registration.
2. Once your registration is confirmed, login to the app. You can then search
for our “team”- GSSNE Fall Product Sales.
3. Click “Become a member of this team” and request access to the group(s)
that apply to you. Some groups require approval to join. If you are requesting
access, please provide an explanation as to why you want to join, and your
request will be approved by GSSNE staff (for example, only Fall Sale PSCs will
be approved to join the Fall Sale PSC group).
Don’t have a smartphone? No problem! Just visit us online at:
https://gssnefallproductsales.teamapp.com/
Important Fall Sale Dates:
August 16: Product Sale Coordinator Kick-Off at GSSNE Council Headquarters
September 5: Order taking may begin any time after this date
October 27: Paper/order card taking ends
November 1 & 2 Payments and paperwork due to council
November 13: Online ordering ends at midnight
November 16-17: Candy & nuts are available for pick up or delivery
December: Girl rewards arrive to be distributed to troops

New Products
We will be offering some great new products for girls to
sell this year! Here’s what we’ll have available in addition
to the old favorites:
•
•
•
•
•

Organic Plant Seeds
Tumblers and water bottles
Dill Pickle Peanuts and Salt & Pepper Cashews
Retro Girl Scout lunch pail tin
A Crystal Evening Holiday tin

To find out more about the Fall Product Sale and how easy it is
to participate click here.

CEI Update...
As you may know, GSSNE successfully launched the Customer Engagement Initiative
in March 2017. This exciting initiative consists of three online tools including the
membership registration system, website with Girl Scouts of the USA shared
content, and the Volunteer Toolkit.
These new tools and technology are designed to improve the adult and girl
experience and keep members at the center of our process. Now that we have
completed the process our members can expect a faster and easier joining (and
renewal!) experience for girls and adult volunteers. The process of becoming a
volunteer—from signing up to being appointed to a troop—can take as little as one
week instead of four to six weeks! Volunteers can focus on the fun of working with
girls!
We are so excited as we grow into this new way of working and supporting our
customer—YOU—our valued members! As always, if you have any questions or
concerns you can reach the GSSNE Customer Care team at customercare@gssne.org.

Donor Spotlight
A warm GSSNE thank you to Cox Communications for their recent
$10,000 donation through their Cox Charities Community grant.
This much needed funding will be used to purchase S.T.E.A.M.
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Mathematics) tool kits for hands-on
experimentation. The funds will also help create dynamic curriculum, provide
trained staff to directly serve girls, and facilitate new and exciting S.T.E.A.M.
programming.
“Thanks to the generosity of Cox Charities and their focus on community,
Girl Scouts of Southeastern New England will be able to deliver exciting and
innovative S.T.E.A.M. programs through our Girl Scout Leadership Experience Center
in Warwick and as part of our Urban Outreach curriculum in underserved
communities across Rhode Island.” said Pam Hyland, CEO. “Based on evaluations of
Girl Scout S.T.E.A.M. programs, the Girl Scout Research Institute found that 77% of
girls said that because of Girl Scouts, they are considering a career in technology.
We can’t thank Cox Charities enough for helping us lift up a generation of girls who
will be empowered to discover their passion for S.T.E.A.M.”.
We are incredibly grateful for the opportunities that have been presented through
this grant, both on behalf of the council and the girls this funding will ultimately
serve.

Leadership Center S.T.E.A.M.
Space Launch Parties!
On Thursday, May 11th and Saturday, May 13th, GSSNE hosted two launch parties
introducing members to the new science, technology, engineering, arts, and
mathematics (S.T.E.A.M.) space and equipment available at the Leadership Center.
Featured S.T.E.A.M. stations included a robozone with three different types of robots
(Edison, Ozobots, and Cubelets); engineering free-build with GoldieBlox; free-play
with large digital wall panels; circuitry with light-up bracelets; and spatial recognition
and coding with Osmo software on iPads. Participants also enjoyed trying out our
new girl-centric furniture—there were opportunities to climb, scoot, and spin on all
the new seating!
Attendees learned that the Leadership Center itself and new S.T.E.A.M. equipment
would be available for future usage. As of June 6, GSSNE Girl Experience Specialist,
Morgan Lovely, has prepared several new S.T.E.A.M. kits for Girl Scout groups to
check out as Program Boxes.

Office Closings
Please note, the GSSNE Office at 500 Greenwich Ave., Warwick
will be closed on the follow dates. As always, follow us on
Facebook for the most up-to-date information.
September 4th - Labor Day
October 9th - Columbus Day
November 10th - Veterans Day
November 23rd-24th - Thanksgiving
December 22nd-26th - Christmas

Shop Corner
Fall merchandise will be in this month! Come in and check
out the exciting new items for the back-to-troop year.

The new girl choice
badges and requirements
for 2017 are in the shop,
come check 'em out!
There's always something
fun and exciting in your
local Girl Scout Shop!
Shop anytime at www.girlscoutshop.com and choose GSSNE!

Change the Life of a Girl

Did you know it costs $543 to provide a girl
with one year of Girl Scouting?
It’s hard to place a price tag on the value of our programs and the life changing
benefits felt by our girls, but research shows that it costs $543.00 to support
one girl member of courage, confidence and character for one full year. Without
the financial support of our donors, our organization would not be able to do
what it does and be able to have a positive impact on generations of girls. You
can help be a part of that impact by clicking the image above and making a
donation today!

We hope you've
enjoyed our Summer
edition of S'more News!

Visit us at www.gssne.org!

