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It's Cookie Time!

Supporting our girls...
It’s that time again, Girl Scout Cookie Season!!! Throughout
the country Girl Scouts of all ages are utilizing the 5 Essential
Skills: Goal Setting, Decision Making, Money Management,
People Skills, and Business Ethics; building their “brand”
through the Girl Scout Cookie Sale Program.
Here at GSSNE we’ve recently established the G.I.R.L. Media
Team, and soon you will be seeing and hearing from some
of these girls as they talk about their awesome cookie
businesses on TV and radio! I’m sure you’ll be proud when
you hear them on air—they’re exceptional!
At a recent G.I.R.L. Media Team meeting, the girls discussed
what they love about managing their own business, and while
I’ve heard many amazing stories from Girl Scouts over the
years about why they love selling cookies, one girl’s story in
particular moved me…
When asked about why she loves running her cookie
business, Riley said that sometimes people direct their
attention to adults when a kid is in the room, and they tend to
talk over their heads, but during the cookie sale, adults pay
direct attention to her and her peers. Riley feels respected as
a #cookieboss and appreciates the empowerment that she
feels from the cookie sale!
I LOVE that the Girl Scout Cookie Program provides girls with
a space where they feel respected for the business they run,
and that the amazing customers who purchase from them
treat our Girl Scouts with the respect they deserve!
Thanks to every girl who chooses to launch her first business
with the Girl Scouts; to every parent and volunteer who
supports her in this business enterprise; and to every
customer who purchases cookies that fund the dreams of
these young entrepreneurs!
Warmly,
Your CEO - Pam

Welcome to the largest girl-led business in
the world: The Girl Scout Cookie Program!
The 2018 Girl Scouts of Southeastern New England Cookie sale is
underway and girls throughout our council will be selling these tasty treats
though the end of March.
Why participate in the Girl Scout Cookie Program?
The Girl Scout Cookie Program is a hands-on leadership and
entrepreneurial opportunity. Millions of girls learn how to run a business
each year by participating in the sale and are not only funding their
amazing troop experiences, but also learning many valuable skills that will
last a lifetime! Girls learn 5 Essential Skills that help them to succeed
today and in the future:
Goal Setting: Girls set cookie sale goals individually and as a team.
They create a plan on how they can achieve these goals, and learn
to work together and continue to develop these skills along the
way!
Decision Making: Girls help decide how they will spend their cookie
money, furthering their critical-thinking and problem-solving skills.
Money Management: Girls take cookie orders, process payment
transactions, and gain practical experience in financial literacy.
People Skills: Girls learn how to talk to, interact, and work with a
wide range of people while selling cookies. These interactions help
girls develop self-confidence and interactive skills they can use
throughout their lives.
Girls are honest and responsible at every step of the Cookie Program.
Their business ethics here reinforce the positive values they are
developing as Girl Scouts.

To learn more about the Girl Scout
Leadership Experience, visit
www. girlscouts.org/gsle.
For more information on the
Girl Scout Cookie Program, visit
www.girlscouts.org/cookies.

Each year, girls throughout our council take part in a tradition that dates
back to 1917, The Girl Scout Cookie Program. The sale of these tasty treats
has allowed girls to fund their own activities for over 100 years.
There are a number of ways that girls can market and sell
cookies:
DIRECT SALES are a great way for girls to sell cookies, and allows them to
have packages of cookies in-hand to sell door-to-door to family, friends,
and neighbors. Girl Scouts exchange cookies and payment in one easy step.
ORDER TAKING is another great way for girls to ask family, friends, and
neighbors to help support Girl Scouting directly. They may go door-to-door
in their neighborhood or possibly take orders at a family member’s
workplace. Girls collect money at the time of delivery only—remember to
write thank you notes to you include when delivering product!
BOOTH SALES are a great way to reach customers who might not know a
Girl Scout. These are usually a troop event scheduled by the leader or troop
cookie manager. Girl Scouts gather together at public places (grocery
stores are popular!) to sell cookies. At booth sales, girls work together to
achieve troop and individual sales goals.
Remember to always follow our safety guidelines when selling cookies!
Click here to read GSUSA’s safety guidelines.
ONLINE SALES are ideal for Girl Scouts with family members living too far
away to support her cookie sale. Girls send a Smart Cookies Direct Ship
eCard, via email, inviting family and friends to order cookies from her online.
Cookies and shipping costs are paid online using a credit card, and the
cookies are shipped directly to their homes.

Here are some important dates to remember:
January 20 - Cookie booths begin and run through March
January 30 - Cookie reorders begin to replenish community cupboards
February 23-25 - National Girl Scout Cookie Weekend
March 17 - April 1 - Clean out the cupboard booth sales
April 4 - Final payments and recognition orders are due to council
May-June - Recognitions are shipped to Service Units

Cookie Sale Community Service Project
Each year the Girl Scouts of Southeastern New England selects a local
organization to be the recipient of our annual Cookie Sale Community
Service Project. As part of the Cookie Program, girls and troops learn about
the work that these organizations do and are given the opportunity to support
these organizations by volunteering their time. Troops may also choose to
donate a portion of their troop proceeds to support the organization.
The 2018 GSSNE Cookie Sale Community Service Project is
The Confetti Foundation. The mission of
The Confetti Foundation is to supply birthday parties
to children who have to spend their birthday in the hospital.
The foundation was started with the hope that families
would be able to shift their focus from their
child’s sickness for just 30 minutes and celebrate.
Although the party is not a cure, it is a
welcome distraction and a good reminder
that every child deserves to be celebrated.
To find out more about The Confetti Foundation,
click here to view their website, and
follow them on Facebook here!

This year’s Cookie
Program theme is
“Stand Up, Stand Out”,
and the mascot is Ella
the Elephant! With Ella
as their guide, our Girl
Scout volunteers help
to foster, nurture and
support girls’ education
and spirit, inspiring
them to be the best
version of themselves.

New this year: ABC Smart Cookies!
Have you heard that GSSNE has a new online platform to help you manage
your cookie sale? With the ABC Smart Cookies platform, also available in
mobile—Smart Cookies Mobile, the Girl Scout Cookie Program you know and
love is now better than ever. Now there are more ways to sell, more ways to
buy, and more ways to learn and have a ton of fun!
Smart Cookies allows you to set goals and enjoy more ways to keep track of
your cookie customers—an organized cookie boss is a rock star cookie boss!
Promote your cookie business through Smart Cookies Direct Ship and Smart
Cookies Mobile—inspire more support with more ways to sell and talk to
customers about your cookie business.
• On Smart Cookies Direct Ship you can send an e-card to friends and
family to order cookies that ship directly to customers—there’s no
money collection and no hand delivery! New features: No minimum
orders and two-day shipping.
• Smart Cookies Mobile is a mobile app version of Smart Cookies that
allows you to set goals, find cookie information, track orders for future
delivery, and send e-cards. You can also access Smart Cookies Direct
Ship through Smart Cookies Mobile, where you can take orders that
ship cookies directly to customers.
Plus, it’s all easy, fun, safe, and super cool! For parent and girl guides to
Smart Cookies Mobile, check out the ABC Bakers Youtube channel here.

Cookie FAQ’s
Who can participate in the cookie sale?
A Girl Scout Daisy through Ambassador who has a signed Parent
Permission and Responsibility form can participate. The only exception
is girls whose parent or guardian has an outstanding debt to the council.
Who supplies GSSNE with Girl Scout Cookies?
GSSNE has a contract with ABC Bakers, one of two GSUSA licensed
bakers. Learn more at https://abcbakers.com/
How much do the cookies cost?
Eight varieties of Girl Scout Cookies sell for $4.00 per package. Trios,
our gluten free cookie, sells for $5.00 per package.

Recognitions, Contests, and Prizes
There are some great recognition items, contests, and prizes for the 2018
Cookie Program! Click here to check out all the GSSNE recognition items that
girls can earn this year. Older girl troops (Cadettes, Seniors, and
Ambassadors) have the option of opting out of the girl recognition items to
receive additional troop proceeds. Troop Leaders must submit a signed older
girl permission slip with their final payment to the council for every girl in
their troop in order to receive additional proceeds, and it must be a decision
made by the entire troop. Click here to print copies of the permission slip.

GSSNE Cookie Program App
GSSNE has launched a new app though Team App
for the Cookie Program to keep everyone up-to-date
with sale news, dates, documents, and more!
It’s great for troops, service units, and parents/guardians.
Team App can be accessed through an app or through
a website. For instructions about signing up, check
out our website for Adults and Volunteers here.

Great News!
We are developing an ePayment system available for
troops to submit cookie payments directly to GSSNE.
We are in the final stages of completion and will send an
announcement with additional information when the link goes live!
Please watch for the ePayment link in the banner of our web page.

Cookie Booths
GSUSA has been hard at work securing new partnerships with businesses for
the 2018 Cookie Program. New this year, GSUSA is partnering with JOANN
(Fabric & Craft) and Dunkin' Donuts to provide troops with exciting new
cookie booths! All of the cookie booths at JOANN and Dunkin' Donuts will be
put in a lottery for troops to enter. Troop Leaders and Cookie Managers will
be sent notifications through ABC Smart Cookies when it’s time to enter
these lotteries.
Want to buy cookies at these cookie booths? To find a cookie booth near you,
check out the cookie booth locator here!

Cookie Pro 2018!
This cookie season, six girls nationwide, one per Girl Scout grade
level, will be named GSUSA’s Top Cookie Pro 2018 and get the
epic chance to be featured on the Girl Scout Cookie package!
By entering the contest, girls get a chance to:
• Unlock the awesome, limited-edition Cookie Pro 2018 patch
• Be featured on our iconic Girl Scout Cookie package
• Travel to NYC for an all-expense-paid Girl Scout Cookie
Entrepreneur Experience, where girls will talk business with
GSUSA leaders and be recognized as a Top Cookie Pro 2018
Entries will be accepted January 2 - April 30, 2018.

For more information and to enter, visit:
http://www.girlscouts.org/cookiepro.

Girl Scout Cookie-powered Adventures!
Did you know that Girl Scout adventures and programs are
Cookie-powered? We have tons of awesome opportunities
supported by the Girl Scout Cookie Program:
Summer Camp – We offer a premier camp experience (both day and
overnight) across four camp properties. Camp activities include archery, rock
wall, swimming, boating (kayaking, canoeing, sailing, or stand-up
paddleboarding), low or high ropes challenge course, team building, sports,
arts & crafts, hiking, singing, cookouts, campfires (with s’mores)…and so much
more! We’re open to ALL girls and offer financial aid, and day camp bus
transportation. You can check out the full Camp Guide online here! Campers
that register before March 31 will even score a discount!
Programming – Have you seen our Program Guide? We offer councilsponsored, volunteer-led, and partner programs throughout the calendar year!
Check out all offerings here!
Girl Scouts USA Destinations – Girl Scout Destinations are the ultimate
excursion for individual Girl Scouts ages 11+. With different domestic and
international trips each year, there’s always something amazing for everyone.
Our featured trip, co-hosted by a GSSNE volunteer, is to Peru in summer 2019!
We'll explore ancient ruins and history (including visiting the sacred site of
Machu Picchu), visit hot springs and salt mines, sample local chocolate and
other delicious foods, volunteer at a local children's home, and even encounter
wild alpaca and llamas. Please contact gsperu2019@gmail.com for more
information.
GSSNE 2018 International Trip – Twenty-five local Girl Scouts in grades
6 – 12 will be traveling to Costa Rica in July 2018! We’ll be kayaking, hiking to
waterfalls and volcanos, ziplining, visiting a crocodile farm, soaking in hot
springs, and even dedicating time to an important community service project.
GSSNE 2020 International Trip – We’re headed to Australia and New
Zealand in summer 2020 to explore exotic wildlife, beautiful nature, and
fascinating indigenous cultures. We’ll see kangaroos, koalas, wombats, and
more at the Sydney Zoo, and in Cairns, we’ll snorkel in the Great Barrier Reef!
Please contact Anna at aedwards@gssne.org for more information.

!

It’s never too early to start
thinking about summer
camp!
Did you know 80% of girls who have been to camp
said it was their #1 most memorable outdoor
activity in Girl Scouts? It's true!
At camp, girls develop teamwork and leadership skills as they conquer
challenge courses—they express creativity as they perform dramas,
learn new songs and make craft projects. Girls develop problem-solving
skills and self-confidence as they try new activities like sailing,
horseback riding, and archery—all exciting opportunities at summer
camp!
But sadly not all families are able to afford to the cost of sending their
girls to camp. That’s where your donation to GSSNE’s Campership Fund
makes a difference.
The Campership Fund provides financial aid to girls who would otherwise
not be able to attend summer camp. But with your support, these girls can
experience the life-changing impact of Girl Scout camp as they build
courage, confidence, and character. Last year GSSNE was able to
distribute more than $36,300 to girls in our community and we are
already receiving requests for financial assistance for 2018.
Please help make this summer a memorable one for a local girl! Click here
to make a secure donation online or contact Jill at jmartens@gssne.org
to learn more.

NEW
Introducing our newest GSSNE team members!
Danielle Moore is working with GSSNE as a S.T.E.A.M.
specialist in a contracted, grant-funded position made
possible by the Roddy Foundation. She is from Douglas,
MA and has a Bachelor of Science in Marine Biology from
the University of Rhode Island. Danielle has previously
worked at a URI lab as a researcher specializing in
deep-sea biology, and has also interned with the
Inner Space Center and Save the Bay, leading tours and
activity explorations for groups of youth. In her current
role, Danielle will directly deliver S.T.E.A.M. programs to
girls, and will also provide adult workshops related to
the new S.T.E.A.M. badges and Journeys. Danielle was a
Girl Scout from Brownies through Cadettes, and has a
passion for science/tech communication and
empowering girls to join S.T.E.A.M. fields.
Janie Woodard, Membership Service
Specialist, is extremely excited about being
a part of such an amazing team at GSSNE.
Janie has a passion in uplifting our youth
and families towards reaching their
GREATEST POTENTIAL. Janie has an
Associate’s Degree in Medical Assisting
where she has worked at Rhode Island
Hospital as a Medical Secretary. Janie is
also a Certified Spanish Medical Interpreter
where she has helped break the language
barriers in the community. Janie also prides
herself in being a Licensed Real Estate Agent,
where she has had a great opportunity in
helping families gain access to many
programs and grants to accomplish their
dreams in becoming first-time home
buyers. Janie is super excited to bring her
passion to the Girl Scouts team!!

We are super excited to share the debut of GSSNE’s very first G.I.R.L. Media
Team! This year-long program gives girls the chance to be included in various
council-based media opportunities—including coverage of the Girl Scout
Cookie Program. The team is comprised of 12 go-to Girl Scouts for any
media-based opportunities that may pop up on the council radar—
participating in radio, newspaper & television interviews, speaking at special
council meetings, attending Girl Scout community events, and so much more!
At a recent meeting, team members prepped for media based questions they
may be asked during the Cookie Program season. The knowledge, insight and
absolute heart they expressed in response to the sample Cookie Program
questions was nothing short of inspiring. And just this month, the first media
assignment of the year kicked off at the 2018 Cookie Rally! Team members
Chiara C., Emily O. and Katie P. interviewed attendees and staff during the
event, led by the on-camera expertise of our staff member Ashley Medrano.
We are incredibly proud of all our team members for stepping up and wanting
to share their Girl Scout voice! To learn more about the G.I.R.L. Media Team
click here.

Last year we celebrated 100 years of Girl Scouts selling
cookies at our Cookies & Cocktails event. The evening was
so enjoyable, we're doing it again!
Click here for a direct link to our Cookies & Cocktails ticket
page. Don't forget to like our event on Facebook to stay upto-date! We look forward to seeing you on March 8, 2018!

Calling ALL Girl Scout Alums!
GSSNE wants to connect with YOU!
We have recently created an online form for GS Alums, so whether
you grew up in Girl Scouting, or simply dabbled, worked at a Girl
Scout camp as a teen, or enjoy volunteering as an adult, we would
love to hear from you. Click here to check out the form today!
AND, did you know that Camp Hoffman, one of the oldest Girl Scout
camps in the entire country, is turning 100 years old on July 28,
2021?! It's going to be an amazing anniversary celebration! We hope
you'll join us at camp in summer 2021 to commemorate a century
of adventure, leadership, and outdoor risk-taking.
We'll share more information as soon as we've confirmed an exact
date for the event, but we can guarantee that there will be magic,
memory-making, singing, s'mores, and fun on Larkin Pond.
Are you a lover of all things Hoffman? Click here to fill out our
Hoffman specific Alum form!

Cookie Rally FUN!
On Sunday, January 7, 2018 we
kicked off the 2018 Cookie Sale
Program with the GSSNE Cookie
Rally at the Dunkin' Donuts Center
in Providence. Everyone had a lot of
fun with the cookie related activities
and families enjoyed an exciting
Providence Bruins game!
To see more photos from the 2018
Cookie Rally click here.

Shop Corner...

Come into the store for all your Cookie Sale needs:
Get your sweatshirts, t-shirts, and pom pom hats to
keep you nice and toasty during cookie booth sales.
Bling your booth with our tablecloths and signs.
Get your own cookie cart to bring your cookies door to door for more
sales and cookie pouches to keep your money safe and in one place.

Shop from the comfort of your
own home and shop any time at
www. girlscoutshop.com!

Change the Life of a Girl

Did you know it costs $543 to provide a girl
with one year of Girl Scouting?
It’s hard to place a price tag on the value of our programs and the life
changing benefits felt by our girls, but research shows that it costs
$543.00 to support one girl member of courage, confidence and character
for one full year. Without the financial support of our donors, our
organization would not be able to do what it does and be able to have a
positive impact on generations of girls. You can help be a part of that
impact by clicking the image above and making a donation today!

Office
Please note, the GSSNE Office and Shop at 500 Greenwich
Ave., Warwick will be closed on the follow dates. As always,
follow us on Facebook for the most up-to-date information.

May 16 - Off-site Staff Meeting
May 28 - Memorial Day
July 4 - Fourth of July
August 13 - Victory Day
September 3 - Labor Day

We hope you've enjoyed
the Winter Edition
of S'more News!
To keep up with the G.I.R.L.s of GSSNE follow us on:
@GSSNE

@GirlScoutsofSNE

@GSSNE

Visit gssne.org for all
things GSSNE!

