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Looking Wider
Growing up in Girl Scouting, I remember a saying about “looking wider”
and it was all about expanding my world—expanding my understanding
of the world, my comfort level in meeting new people, traveling to
distant lands, trying new things, being open to differing thoughts and
ways of looking at things, and so much more.
The Girl Scout Cookie Program supports this growth mindset in Girl
Scouts both during and after the sale of these iconic cookies. As they
grow their cookie business, Girl Scouts expand their comfort zone as
they interact with one another and maximize their individual strengths;
and when they gather up the courage to approach prospective
customers they never met before.
The funds they earn from their cookie business supports troop travel
experiences thus expanding their worldwide view; and their community
service projects thus expanding their understanding of the needs of
people in their communities.
I am deeply grateful for every customer who supports the ability of each
Girl Scout to “look wider”, to dream big, and achieve their cookie
business goals. Some troops will be raising dollars this year and next to
travel to Orlando in July of 2023 to meet up with Girl Scouts from all
over the world. Can you just imagine their excitement as they meet up
with their fellow Girl Scouts—perhaps saying hello in a wide range of
languages? Now that is looking wider still!

Warmly,
Your CEO - Pam

Celebrate World Thinking Day

Making the world a better place is Girl Scout Law, so it’s no surprise we
have a holiday dedicated to doing just that! Each February 22, Girl Scouts
and Girl Guides across 150 countries celebrate World Thinking Day. It’s a
day of international friendship and a time to stand up for causes that
could improve the lives of girls around the globe. And while the holiday
itself comes in February, Girl Scouts have the opportunity to earn the
World Thinking Day Award at any time of year.
The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS), which
all Girl Scouts are part of, has celebrated World Thinking Day since 1926.
Observed by 10 million Girl Guides and Girl Scouts worldwide, World
Thinking Day has a different theme each year. In 2022, the theme is “Our
World: Our Equal Future: The Environment and Gender Equality.” To
earn the World Thinking Day Award, Girl Scouts will explore how girls
and women are disproportionately affected by climate change and
participate in the Girl Scout Tree Promise. Girl Scouts of the USA offers
activity guides to get involved and learn about how Girl Scouts can make
a difference in the world.

LEARN MORE

Gold Award Girl Scout Spotlight
Sophia Boardman from Wakefield, RI
For her Gold Award project, Sophia Boardman created
geocaching trail activities within the South Kingstown
Land Trust (SKLT) properties. Geocaching is an
international, outdoor treasure hunting game that
involves unraveling mysteries, deciphering clues and
tracking down hidden treasure. Players try to locate
hidden containers, called geocaches, using GPS-enabled
devices and then share their experiences online. Sophia
created and installed multiple geocaches along three historical themed
trails within South Kingstown Land Trust properties. From this
experience, Sophia learned hands-on project management skills. Sophia
hopes that her project will inspire people of all ages to enjoy the great
outdoors by traveling the SKLT trails and learn the fun activity of
geocaching. Geocachers will find Sophia’s SKLT geocaches on
geocaching.com at sboardman21.
Cassandra Simpson from Richmond, RI
Cassandra’s Gold Award project is titled Brain
Injuries and a Forever Legacy. Cassandra’s project
used her own concussion story and the story of the
passing of her late teammate, Maddie Potts, to raise
awareness and educate others about brain injuries
including concussions, TBIs, nTBIs, and brain
aneurysms.

To complete her project, Cassandra first utilized surveys to assess her
community’s knowledge of brain injuries. She then created a website,
Instagram page, and flyers to share with the community that included
educational information, testimonials, support resources about brain
injuries and brain aneurysms, as well as Maddie Potts’s story. Cassandra
also donated a sign to the Maddie Potts Foundation which works to raise
awareness about Maddie's story and brain aneurysms.

2022 Girl Scout Cookie Program
The 2022 GSSNE Cookie Program is underway and girls throughout our
council will be selling these tasty treats though the end of March.
A well-known component of Girl Scouting is the Cookie Program, the
largest girl-led entrepreneurial program in the world. Each year, Girl
Scouts around the country venture into the entrepreneurial world to learn
business and financial skills and earn money to power new, unique, and
amazing experiences.
Through “learning by earning,” Girl Scouts do awesome things for
themselves and for their communities through the development of five
essential skills:
Goal Setting: Girl Scouts set goals individually and with their troop
and then develop a plan to reach these goals. They also learn to work
together as a team while working toward their goals!
Decision Making: Girl Scouts decide as a team how they will spend
their money, which allows for collaboration and critical thinking.
Money Management: When Girl Scouts process orders or participate
in a booth sale, they learn how to handle customers’ money and they
also learn how to process online sales through credit card
transactions. This teaches them important financial literacy skills.

People Skills: Girl Scouts learn how to approach customers and gain
self-confidence in public speaking by making their cookie sales pitch.
They learn to present the product and payment options to friends and
family members which helps develop healthy relationships and selfesteem.
Business Ethics: Girl Scouts learn to be responsible and honest
throughout the Cookie Program. They learn to use care with money
and product, and the importance of follow through by delivering
product to customers in a timely manner. These skills help reinforce
the positive values that girls learn throughout Girl Scouting.

New Cookie Business Badges!

In addition to learning the 5 Essential Skills of the Girl Scout Cookie
Program, Girl Scouts can also earn Cookie Business Badges and
Entrepreneurship Badges! There are 13 new Cookie Business badges this
year which are packed with activities to support every Girl Scout as they
work collaboratively, set goals for themselves, and finesse their digital
marketing campaigns. Girl Scouts of all ages will be ready to take their
cookie business to the next level! Cookie Business badges demonstrate
that Girl Scouts have developed specific skills while running their own
business. Earning Cookie Business badges gives Girl Scouts the chance to
hone their skills and gain a deeper understanding of the world of
business.
LEARN MORE

Where does the Money Go?
When customers buy Girl Scout Cookies, they are helping power unique,
and amazing experiences for girls. One hundred percent of the net
proceeds from local Girl Scout Cookie sales stay within Girl Scouts of
Southeastern New England! So many experiences are powered by Girl
Scout Cookies! When customers purchase a package of cookies, troops
and service units earn proceeds, girls earn recognition items and camp
credits, and the purchase helps fund council programs, camp upkeep,
financial aid, and more!

COVID-19 & The Cookie Season
As always, the safety of our girls and volunteers is our top priority.
Another cookie season during a pandemic is not ideal, but Girl Scouts are
strong and will persevere. GSUSA, GSSNE, and ABC Bakers have worked
hard to create safe ways for girls to sell during the Cookie Program. There
are more online selling options than ever before, which is especially
important for any girls that do not want to participate in in-person sales.
Returning for 2021-2022 season is the troop direct ship link which is now
available on our GSSNE Find Cookies page. This gives customers the
option to enter their zip code and either find an in person booth or choose
to support a troop with a direct ship order. GSUSA created an algorithm
which will select a different troop in the zip code whenever it is searched.
Another new online option for troops is virtual booths. Troops will set up
days they are taking orders online, and then set up a location for
customers to pick up their orders. For in-person sales, troops are still able
to take credit cards through the ABC Smart Cookies website to minimize
contact as they have in years past, and we'll be continuing our epayment
option for troops to submit payments to council. As always, selling is not
mandatory for girls.
FIND COOKIES

Introducing the new cookie:
Adventurefuls!
Adventurefuls cookies are new for the
2022 cookie season! They are
indulgent brownie-inspired cookies
with caramel flavored crème and a
hint of sea salt. Every package you
purchase helps Girl Scouts gain the
people skills and business smarts they
need to take on the world with
confidence.

Gluten Free Caramel Chocolate Chip
You might wonder why our Gluten Free
cookie is not available on the order card
or online girl delivered. That is because
this cookie is made in a gluten-free and
nut-free facility, which means we can
only do one order before the program
starts. The Gluten Free cookie is
available at most cookie booths and
through online direct ship.

Important Dates
February 18-February 20: National Girl Scout
Cookie Weekend
March 20-March 27: Last week of booth sales
March 27: Online sales end
March 28: Final payments and recognition orders
are due to council from troops

Did You Know? There are a number of
ways that girls can market & sell cookies:
Online Sales
Online sales are ideal for Girl Scouts with family members living too far
away to support their cookie sales. Girl Scouts send a Smart Cookies
Direct Ship eCard, via email, inviting family and friends to order cookies
from her online. Cookies and shipping costs are paid online using a credit
card, and the cookies are shipped directly to their home. Girl Scouts can
also send the eCard to friends and family and they can select online girl
delivered, because the girls know these customers can pay in person or
online ahead of delivery. Girl Scouts may also send their social media link,
and people the Girl Scout may not know can order either direct ship or girl
delivered. If they choose girl delivered the caregiver must approve these
orders and the customer must pay online using a credit card.
Direct Sales
Direct sales are a great way to sell cookies that allows Girl Scouts to have
packages of cookies in-hand to sell door-to-door to family, friends, and
neighbors. Girl Scouts exchange cookies and payment in one easy step.
Order Taking
Girl Scouts may ask family, friends, and neighbors to help support them
by taking orders. They may go door-to-door safely in their neighborhood.
They collect money at the time of delivery only and remember to write
thank you notes that you include when delivering product. They can also
leave a door hanger at their neighbors’ homes which includes their order
link or a QR code to direct them to make a purchase.
Booth Sales
Booth sales are a great way to reach customers who might not know a
Girl Scout. These are usually a troop event scheduled by the Troop Leader
or Troop Cookie Manager. Girl Scouts gather at public places (grocery
stores are popular!) to sell cookies. At booth sales, Girl Scouts work
together to achieve troop and individual sales goals. Remember to always
follow safety guidelines when selling cookies!

Cookie Program Community
Service Project
Each year Girl Scouts of Southeastern New
England selects a local organization to be the
recipient of our annual Cookie Program
Community Service Project. As part of the
Girl Scout Cookie Program, Girl Scouts and troops learn about the work
that these organizations do, and troops may choose to donate a portion of
their troop proceeds to support the organization.
The 2022 recipient will be Children’s Friend. Children’s Friend serves
Rhode Island’s most vulnerable children and families. Services include
Early Head Start, Head Start, WIC, adoption, foster care, help for families
with substance abuse, counseling, assistance for children with
developmental delays, and other child welfare and early childhood
services. This is a great opportunity for Girl Scouts to learn about the
importance of giving back to their communities!

Cookie Booths
Cookie booths began on January 20th for the 2022 Cookie Season, and
they are a great way for the public to support Girl Scouts and for troops to
reach their cookie goals and learn new skills! GSUSA, GSSNE, and service
unit volunteers have been hard at work securing booth locations at area
businesses. GSUSA recently announced a renewed partnership with
Walmart to host booths during the cookie season. GSSNE also recently
began working with Burger King who has also offered to host booths
throughout the council. Troops should work with their Product Program
Coordinators to book cookie booths and additional resources for
girls/caregivers and resources for volunteers are available on our website.
Want to purchase cookies? Check out our Cookie Booth Locator!

FIND COOKIES

New for 2022: Partnering with
DoorDash
This season, GSSNE is participating in a national
collaboration with food ordering and delivery platform
DoorDash so Girl Scouts have an additional way to
facilitate contact-free cookie orders. Consumers can
order Girl Scout Cookies for delivery on DoorDash.com
or the DoorDash app. A hands-on experience in
managing e-commerce, local Girl Scouts will track and fulfill orders,
manage inventory, and more, all using DoorDash’s back-end technology.
As always, the proceeds benefit the troop and council while providing
another innovative way to safely run the Cookie Program virtually.

Shop Corner
The GSSNE Shop is back open for in-person shopping, but with some new
hours! Please check gssne.org/shop to view our most updated hours
before coming in.

Cookie merchandise is now available to help you sell
during the cookie season and to use as thank you gifts
for those special Girl Scouts and volunteers who make
your cookie season the best!
The shop continues to receive newly released
merchandise including apparel, jewelry, hats, and
hair accessories so be sure to stop by and check it out!
We offer gift cards, which makes a great gift for the Girl Scout in your
life. Other gift items are available now!
We still have Camp Hoffman merchandise available from the Centennial
Celebration, including mugs, ornaments, bandanas, patches, t-shirts, and
bracelets.
SHOP ONLINE

Celebrate Black History Month

We’re stronger together. By acknowledging the diversity, heritage, and
contributions of our multicultural communities, Girl Scouts can find
new ways to make the world a better place for everyone.
The Girl Scout Multicultural Community Celebration Fun Patch was
designed to celebrate the countless contributions that diverse
communities have made and continue to make in the United States and
in Girl Scouts. Now, Girl Scouts of all levels, friends, and leaders have
plenty of activities to choose from and earn different segments of the
"I'm a Girl Scout!" fun patch. Whether Girl Scouts choose to do one or all
of them, they'll discover interesting new things about their neighbors—
and themselves.
February is Black History Month, an annual celebration of achievements
and contributions of the African American and Black communities—a
time (though not the only time!) for emphasizing the central role of this
varied community. We encourage Girl Scouts to take this opportunity to
learn more about the community’s central role in U.S. history and the
world. There are plenty of activities to choose from, so Girl Scouts can
make new discoveries and have tons of fun while earning the Black
History Month Celebration "I'm A Girl Scout!" Fun Patch!
LEARN MORE

New Staff
Lisa Ducharme, Advancement & Special Events Manager
Lisa was born in Massachusetts but
primarily grew up in Rhode Island. She
received her Bachelor’s Degree in
Textiles, Merchandising, & Design from
University of Rhode Island. Lisa left that
career to be a stay-at-home mom for 18
years and raise her three kids. During
that time she was also on the PTO board
and a volunteer committee at a local
nonprofit. Lisa currently lives in
Warwick with her kids and enjoys
family time, travelling, reading, and
cooking.
Mary-E Parris, Program Specialist
Mary-E Parris is originally from Georgia.
Mary-E has earned a Bachelor of Music
from Oklahoma City University and a
Masters of Fine Arts from Savannah
College of Art and Design. She is excited
to have moved back to Rhode Island by
way of San Diego and Naples, Italy!
When she isn’t cheering on the San
Diego Padres or Atlanta Falcons, she
enjoys spending her free time hiking and
traveling with her family. Mary-E also
enjoys photographing anything that will
pause in front of her camera lens.
Having been a Girl Scout throughout her
childhood, Mary-E is quite pleased to
have joined the GSSNE team!

Cookies & Cocktails
You're invited to Girl Scouts of Southeastern New
England's sixth annual Cookies & Cocktails!
Thursday, March 10th, 2022
Crowne Plaza, The Atrium
801 Greenwich Ave., Warwick, RI 02886
5:30 pm to 8:30 pm
At Cookies & Cocktails, chefs from some of your favorite
local restaurants will be showcasing their talents by creating
special desserts using everyone’s favorite treat—Girl Scout
Cookies®! Mario Hilario, NBC 10 news anchor, will once again be the
emcee for this amazing event. Along with the tasty desserts, there will
also be a silent auction that you can bid on. Hors d’oeuvres and other light
fare will be served.
We are excited to announce the restaurants participating this year who
will be showcasing our cookies "out of the box": Bettola, Hemenway's,
Iron Works, Boat House, Sin, Res American Bistro, Knead Doughnuts.
This fun (and tasty) evening helps GSSNE provide unique opportunities
for Girl Scouts in our main focus areas of STEM, the outdoors,
entrepreneurship, and life skills all while they make new friends,
challenge themselves, write their own stories, and take action to change
the world for the better. Events like Cookies & Cocktails also help us
provide financial aid, camperships, and support our Community Outreach
programs so all girls can benefit from participating in Girl Scouts—
regardless of their backgrounds, locations, or financial situations.
Tickets are $60.00 per person which includes a selection of hors
d'oeuvres, along with the unique dessert creations. This premiere event is
for adults 21 years of age and older.
PURCHASE TICKETS

GSSNE Alum Network
Calling all Girl Scout alums! GSSNE would like to start
hosting quarterly Alum events, and we want to know
what kinds of things you might like to do. Fill out this
form and let your voice be heard to help bring us
together. And don't forget to sign up to become a
member of our GSSNE Alum Network!
ALUM EVENTS

SIGN UP

Commemorative Bricks
Become a part of the future of Camp Hoffman by
purchasing a commemorative brick. Bricks can be
purchased with a gift of $150 or more and will be
used to create a pathway at the foot of Rooftree, our
new nature center! Bricks can be purchased by individuals, troops,
families, or in memory of someone special. All brick purchases benefit the
Camp Hoffman Endowment.
LEARN MORE

Fundraising Night at Texas Roadhouse
Support Girl Scouts of Southeastern New England by
presenting our flyer to the Cranston location of Texas
Roadhouse on February 24th from 4:00 PM to 10:00 PM,
and Texas Roadhouse will donate 10% of your total food
purchases to GSSNE! Valid for dine-in or to-go orders.
LEARN MORE

We hope you've enjoyed the
Cookie Edition of S'more News!
To keep up with all things GSSNE follow us on:
@GSSNE

@GSSNE

@GirlScoutsofSNE

Visit gssne.org for all
things GSSNE!
Share a Girl
Scout Story
with GSSNE
today!
Have a Girl Scout Story to share? We want to hear it! Click below to submit your
story to GSSNE. It may be featured in our social media posts, spotlighted on our
website, included in an upcoming S'more News, or some other super fun way!

Submit your story!

