S'more News
Spring Into Summer 2022

Endings & Beginnings
On April 8, 2022 our CEO, Pam Hyland, retired. We are so grateful for her
years of service and dedication to Girl Scouting, and we wish her a
relaxing, fun, and adventurous retirement!
After a rigorous national search and selection process, GSSNE recently
announced the appointment of Dana Borrelli-Murray as the council’s newest
CEO. An experienced nonprofit leader, Dana assumed responsibilities on May
9th. You can read the full announcement on our website.
Our Board Chair, George Shuster, also wrapped up his time on the Board at our
May 2022 Annual Meeting. Janice DiPietro was elected as GSSNE's new Board
Chair after serving as Board Treasurer and on multiple committees during her
time at GSSNE. You can learn about all our current board members on our
website.
We are excited to see what the future holds with Dana and Janice leading
GSSNE!

Dana Borrelli-Murray
New GSSNE CEO

Janice DiPietro
New GSSNE Board Chair

Changes Coming
At GSSNE, we are constantly evaluating what we do and how we
communicate with our many audiences—current Girl Scouts and their
families, volunteers, alums, Lifetime members, donors, and supporters.
And it's time for some changes! Starting with the September Back to
Troop edition of S'more News, we will be changing the audience that this
publication serves: going from serving ALL of our members, to becoming
a publication specifically for Alums and Supporters.
But don't worry current Girl Scouts, families, and volunteers! We'll be
starting up some new modes of communication just for you! We want to
make sure you're receiving all the information you need, but not TOO
much information. We know that life can be chaotic, and sometimes a
cluttered inbox can hinder, rather than help. So we will be making sure
that communications to you are just what you need, when you need
them.
Going forward, only those who are signed up as alums, have made a
donation to GSSNE, or are Lifetime members will receive S'more News in
their inboxes. If you'd like to make sure you're on that list, sign up as an
alum at gssne.org/alum. We'll also continue to post S'more News on our
website and on our social media channels!

2021 Annual Report
We began our 2021 fiscal year with all things virtual as the nation was
working on the development of COVID-19 vaccines. As the year
progressed, we cautiously but joyously began coming back together in
person. We were so proud of our Girl Scout community during this everchanging year, and we thank you for your ongoing patience, support, and
adaptability. Our 2021 Annual Report, covering October 1, 2020 to
September 30, 2021, recaps some of the year's highlights. View it now at
gssne.org/donate.

2022 Shine Ceremony

On Sunday, June 5, 2022 we held our 2022 Shine Ceremony, Girl Scouts of
Southeastern New England's Highest Awards Ceremony. We'd like to
congratulate all of our 2022 Girl Scout Bronze, Silver, and Gold Award
recipients! These Girl Scouts have dedicated many hours to designing and
implementing remarkable projects.
At the event, held at Camp Hoffman, we were able to hear from our 2022
Gold Award Girl Scouts. Gold Award Girl Scouts are the dreamers and the
doers who take "make the world a better place" to the next level. The Girl
Scout Gold Award, the highest honor a Girl Scout can earn, is the mark of
the truly remarkable—proof that not only can she make a difference, but
that she already has. We would like to congratulate the following Girl
Scouts who earned their Gold Awards in 2022:
Ruth Axford, Narragansett, RI: Marker Recycling Program
Morgan Beck, Exeter, RI: dream(S)TEAM
Sophia Boardman, Wakefield, RI: Geocache SKLT
Sydney Boland, Somerset, MA: Veteran Memorial Reflection Area
Julia Canuel, Somerset, MA: A Little Help from Our Friends
Alyssa Hiener, Wakefield, RI: Labyrinth and Mental Health Curriculum
Katherine Laliberte, Wakefield, RI: Nutrition Curriculum Re-Write
Sara Macedo, Bristol, RI: Blankets for Family
Cassandra Simpson, Richmond, RI: Brain Injuries and a Forever Legacy
Marykate Tillinghast, Greenville, RI: Mount Stories
Olivia Tracy, Warwick, RI: How to Be a Human
Alexis Wells, Rehoboth, MA: Robes for the Oncology Center at Charlton
Memorial

This year, GSSNE selected two of our Gold Award Girl Scouts as our
Young Women of Distinction. Their Gold Award projects demonstrated a
clear vision, resolve, and commitment to making the world a better place.
This year, Sydney Boland and Katherine Laliberte were selected for this
honor and each received a scholarship from GSSNE. Katherine Laliberte
was also the GSSNE recipient of Girl Scouts of the USA's Gold Award
Scholarship, which recognizes one outstanding Gold Award Girl Scout per
council. Katherine was selected because her project exemplified the core
components of the Gold Award, and she demonstrated extraordinary
leadership to drive lasting change in her community and beyond.
This event would not be possible without the support of our sponsors:
Silver Level Sponsor Amica and Bronze Level Sponsor Dave's
Marketplace. We would also like to thank our amazing emcee, Mel
"Mouse" Wathen and our keynote speaker MUCM Erin Horn for helping to
make this a truly inspiring event!
Details about each Gold Award Girl Scout and the lists of Silver and
Bronze Award Girl Scouts are being shared on our Facebook, Instagram,
and LinkedIn. Be sure to follow along!

View Album

Q&A with Dana,
GSSNE's New CEO!
GSSNE is so excited to welcome our new CEO,
Dana Borrelli-Murray. We recently asked her a
few questions so our Girl Scout community can
get to know her a bit more!
Were you a Girl Scout growing up?
I was not a Girl Scout growing up but in full disclosure, the word Scout is
incredibly important in our family. My maternal grandfather was
nicknamed Scout because he was such an all around great human being,
always available and willing to help neighbors, provide first aid, fix
things, laugh, smile and hum a good tune. He was my favorite person in
the world—which is why I named my daughter after him! My Scout, now
9 years old, can’t wait to be a Girl Scout!
What has been your favorite experience in your first month as CEO?
Well, I waited what I thought was an acceptable amount of time (1.5 days)
to finally ask where all the cookies were hidden. When the secret was
revealed, I felt like I had the keys to the city! But seriously, this job is a
dream—I am learning so much and love the incredible team of experts I
get to surround myself with each day.
What are some of your favorite things to do outside of work?
I am a real joiner, and love to do lots of weird things. For the last 12 years,
I’ve spent much of my free time playing tenor saxophone in the
Extraordinary Rendition Band, a Providence-based activist street band.
We are often heard playing for social causes around town, or spotted in
our red, white, and shiny costumes. My ERB music family is joyous,
raucous, democratic, and inclusive to its core. I strive to live these band
principles in my daily life.
What song will you never forget the lyrics to?
Literally every single New Kids on the Block song. Try me.

What’s your favorite Girl Scout Cookie?
My sweet tooth grows each year. Right now, I’m rocking the Lemonades
at every opportunity—although I’m obsessed with the Fall chocolates too!
What are some of your goals and hopes for GSSNE’s future?
I am driven to make GSSNE the most relevant, holistic, and engaging
youth programming in RI, MA, and CT. It is my job to evangelize the value
of Girl Scouts to our community. To do so, I need to ensure GSSNE is
providing the highest quality programming. I’m blown away by the work
of our council and hope I can push and pull all the right levers to support
everyone in the Movement.
What motivates or inspires you?
I wake up each morning (ready for my cup of tea) and driven to make the
most of the day. I find inspiration everywhere—my incredibly patient and
supportive spouse, my four zany little kids, the birds chirping outside my
window, and of course, Dolly Parton.
What could you give a 30-minute presentation about with no advance
preparation?
I can talk my way through many topics, but definitely 80s and 90s pop
culture, Harry Potter, and foster care would be at the top of my list.
What obscure thing are you talented at?
I have a Master’s Degree in Anthropology with a focus on
Ethnomusicology. My thesis focused on Sacred Harp singing, a form of
shape note singing that was very popular as a music education model in
the 18th/19th centuries. For my research, I lived on and off again in rural
Alabama, learning shape note singing in primitive Baptist churches. It’s a
loud, yelly type of music, so I really excelled! A group of us even
performed at the Newport Folk Festival—twice!

Alum Spotlight: George Shuster
Bumper Cars on Larkin Pond
by George Shuster, Former GSSNE BoardChair
I thought some Alums might be interested in
what was really happening on the Camp
Hoffman waterfront in the Summer of 1964.
That was the first summer that I was the boating
instructor at Camp Hoffman. As such, I was supposed to teach both how
to paddle canoes and row rowboats. As a quasi-rower myself, I had no
clue how hard it is to teach rowing to novices, especially as compared to
canoeing.
With the canoes, nearly all the campers, even the youngest, caught on
right away, and with every group we soon had canoes smartly paddling
around Larkin Pond in good order.
But what a difference with the rowboats! Maybe it was going backwards
as you do when rowing that caused the problem. Maybe I was just a bad
instructor. Whatever the reason, the initial attempts were complete
chaos! And I’m not even talking about “advanced” techniques like
“feathering" the oars between strokes—just the basics. The closest
analogy would be: “Bumper Cars on Larkin Pond”! I’m not saying it wasn’t
a lot of fun. In fact I suspect the campers rather enjoyed all the inevitable
collisions!
Are there any Alums out there from the Summer of 1964 (or 1965) who
remember these “Bumper Car Rowboats” the way I do?
Sign up as an alum

Please support Camp Hoffman
& Camp Rocky Farm

As we begin a much-anticipated summer season at Camp Hoffman and
Camp Rocky Farm, we look forward to campers blazing new trails and
breaking boundaries by experiencing an outdoor, never-been-triedbefore, outdoor adventure!
The demand has been huge for GSSNE’s 2022 camp programs which
illustrates the value and importance of outdoor experiences. Our
programs have always focused on building social and physical skills,
strengthening confidence, and helping campers to find their voice.
Please join us and make your gift today to support GSSNE camps, to fund
the year-round maintenance and upkeep of these beautiful properties so
another generation of girls can blaze their own trails.

Donate Today

Shop Corner
The GSSNE Shop in Warwick has switched to summer hours! The Shop is
open Tuesday to Friday 9:00am-5:30pm. The shop will be closed on
Saturdays from July 2 through September 3. We will re-open on
Saturdays starting September 10. Please check gssne.org/shop to view
our most updated hours before coming in.

The shop continues to receive newly released merchandise including
apparel, jewelry, hats, and hair accessories so be sure to stop by and
check it out! New adult uniforms will be coming out in August 2022.
It's camp season! Selected camp t-shirts are on sale and the shop has
limited quantities of camp supplies available including mess kits, dunk
bags, and more.
Stop by the shop for in-store sales, clearance items, and promotions!
Please call or e-mail the shop at lmoore@gssne.org with any questions or
if you are looking for specific items.
Shop Online

Adult Recognitions
GSSNE partners with over 2,000 trained, dedicated, and wonderful adult
volunteers who share their time and talent with the Girl Scouts in our
council. Recognizing our adult volunteers is an important annual tradition
that allows council staff and volunteers to nominate those in the GSSNE
community who make extraordinary contributions to Girl Scouts. Please
join us in congratulating the 2022 Adult Recognition recipients:
Special Supporters
Scooter & Cynthia LaPrise, Emma Acres, Exter, RI
Gina & Loren Thurn, Our Kids Farm, Exeter, RI
Milestones of Membership
20 years: Bonnie-Marie Tate, Cranston, RI
Years of Service
15 years: Laurie Boone , North Attleboro, MA
Kristin Scribner, Lincoln, RI
5 years: Amanda Auble, Coventry, RI
Kristina Schrag, Providence, RI
Rising Star
Erin Edmonds, East Greenwich, RI
Volunteer of Excellence
Charesse Blood, Wrentham, MA
Christine Jasset, Plainville, MA
Denise Lee, Somerset, MA
Theresa Raymond, Pawtucket, RI
Justine Santos, Middletown, RI
Andrea Stevens, West Greenwich, RI
Kit Hammett Award
Kara Richardson, Exeter, RI
Kate Tompkins, Lincoln, RI

Cookies & Cocktails
In March, we held our sixth annual Cookies & Cocktails event. The event
sold out and was our most successful yet, raising over $35,000! Our
guests were treated to our wonderful emcee, Mario Hilario, GSSNE Board
member and Anchor on NBC 10 News Sunrise, and were able to enjoy a
live recipe demonstration with Chef Frank Terranova. Everyone also had
the opportunity to hear from our special Girl Scout guest speaker,
Veronica Wathen.
We are so grateful for the wonderful chef teams who joined us and we
thank them for their creativity in utilizing tasty Girl Scout Cookies "out of
the box": Bettola, Hemenway's, Iron Works, Boat House, Sin,
Res American Bistro, Knead Doughnuts—too bad we can't enjoy those
yummy desserts every night!
A special shout out to our generous sponsors Gold Sponsor CVS Health;
Silver Sponsors Navigant Credit Union, Pawtucket Credit Union, &
Lifespan; Bronze Sponsors Dave’s Marketplace, Locke Lord LLC, Edward
Jones, Tiny Bar, & Rachel McNally Realtor; Support Sponsors Gilbane,
Clarfeld Citizens Private Wealth, DiSanto Priest Charitable Foundation,
Laborers' International Union of North America, Mutual of America, E.W.
Burman, and Bank Newport. A big thank you to our silent auction donors,
silent auction purchasers, the staff at the Crowne Plaza, our Cookies &
Cocktails Committee, board members, and everyone in between.
Events like Cookies & Cocktails allow GSSNE to provide amazing girl-led
experiences to Girl Scouts. Your support, in every way you are able to
provide it, makes the world of difference for a girl, our community, and
the world! Thank you again and we look forward to seeing you at the next
Cookies & Cocktails event in March 2023.
Facebook Photo Album

Cookies & Cocktails

2022 Girl Scout Cookie Program
The 2021-2022 Girl Scout Cookie Program ended in April. This year saw
many challenges, but as always, our Girl Scouts and volunteers rose
above. We know that our troops will continue to shine, and will get to go
on many great adventures with help from the cookie program.
This year, we released a new brownie-inspired cookie: Adventurefuls!
Many troops were excited to get back to cookie booths, and the new
cookie was very well-received at the booths. We also introduced a new
partnership with DoorDash, providing troops a new opportunity to fulfil
some local delivery orders.
This year saw some of our previous challenges ease a little while
presenting us with some new ones in the form of supply chain
distributions. We can’t say enough how impressed we were with the
patience and grace showed by all of our troops, service units, and
customers while dealing with some of these issues. Our troops and
service units also worked well together to share what they had during our
disruption—proving more than ever that they are all sisters to every Girl
Scout!
Thank you to every volunteer, parent, and cookie consumer who
supported Girl Scouts this cookie season!

2022 Cookie Program Stats
Over 596,800 packages sold
Just over $500,000 in troop proceeds earned
958 total booths – up almost 300 from last year
$6,638 in sales from our new partnership with DoorDash
4,500 packages of virtual cookie share donations
$2,641.02 donated to our community service partner, Children’s Friend

2022 Girl Scout Cookie Program

We hope you've enjoyed this
edition of S'more News!
To keep up with all things GSSNE follow us on:
@GSSNE

@GSSNE

@GirlScoutsofSNE

Visit gssne.org for all
things GSSNE!
Share a Girl
Scout Story
with GSSNE
today!
Have a Girl Scout Story to share? We want to hear it! Click below to submit your
story to GSSNE. It may be featured in our social media posts, spotlighted on our
website, included in an upcoming S'more News, or some other super fun way!

Submit your story!

